
Connections

The Fellowship Issue
In a world where individual achievements often take
center stage, the true magic happens when we come
together in a spirit of support and solidarity. At the

International Women’s Forum Trinidad & Tobago, we
celebrate the transformative power of fellowship—a force

that fuels our journeys, inspires our dreams, and
amplifies our voices. This issue is dedicated to the

incredible women who understand that success is not a
solitary endeavor but a shared adventure. Through

stories of connection, collaboration, and mutual
empowerment, we honor the bonds that uplift us all. Join

us as we explore how fellowship can light up our lives,
spark innovation, and build communities that thrive on

shared strength and collective wisdom.
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President's Message

Dear Members and Friends of IWF Trinidad and Tobago,

In our celebration of 50 years of continuous growth, the International Women’s Forum has not
only expanded its reach but also its impact. Boasting a membership of 8,000+members
spanning six continents and 33 countries as of September 2023, the IWF global organization is
a testament to the power of unity, resilience, and shared vision. The experience of continuous
growth has been mirrored by the local forum which started with twenty-three members in2014
and has grown to a membership of fifty-one. 

The strategic target of the global organisation is to extend its presence even further, aiming to
establish forums in 50 countries. This ambitious goal is driven by the commitment to fostering
women's leadership and creating platforms where top women leaders from diverse professions
can connect, collaborate, and inspire one another. The strongest reason our members give for
joining IWF is the unparalleled opportunity to be part of a group of extraordinary women
leaders–including heads of state, astronauts, entrepreneurs, innovators, and more. 

Beyond professional growth, IWF offers the invaluable gift of life-long friendships and support
networks within a leadership peer group. Our members continue to be involved because of the
deep, meaningful connections they form and the collaborative efforts to advance women's
leadership globally. These relationships and our shared commitment to women's advancement
are at the heart of IWF's enduring success. 

Critical messages outlining the immediate and long-term direction of our global organization
will be delivered by IWF’s President, Carolyn Carter, in-person, at the IWFTT’s Inspirational
Women Awards Gala on September 17. This Gala will be a celebration of the outstanding
achievements of four Trinidad & Tobago women (Rhonda Maingot, Deborah Christiana de
Rosia, Professor Judith Gobin and Akosua Dardaine-Edwards), who are pioneers in their
fields. Their stories of determination, innovation, and leadership will undoubtedly inspire us all
and reinforce the importance of our core purpose. 

As we look forward to this momentous occasion, I invite each of you to reflect on your own
journeys and the impact you have made within IWF and beyond. Together, we are shaping a
world where women's leadership is celebrated, supported, and empowered. 

Warmest regards,
Joanne,
President,
IWF Trinidad and Tobago





The Inspirational Women Awards (IWA) Gala is our signature annual event at which
extraordinary women are celebrated. They inspire those around them to be more and do more.
These inspirational women are everyday heroes, entrepreneurs, business leaders,
changemakers, game-changers, and role models who lead by example with courage, confidence,
commitment, and integrity. They are being honoured for their accomplishments, diligence,
dedication, and the contributions they have made in their fields of endeavour or community. It is
an opportunity for their recognition and elevation. When the achievements of one woman are
celebrated, all women are celebrated. The Inspirational Women Awards Gala is aligned to
IWFTT’s mandate to unite, inspire, and celebrate accomplished women, to advance exemplary
leadership and to learn from, support each other, and empower the next generation of women
leaders.

In commemoration of the IWFTT’s 10th anniversary in 2024, a special Inspirational Legacy
Award was added to the slate of three awards already bestowed on women whose lives and work
in Trinidad and Tobago, serve as an inspiration to others.  Well known and highly respected co-
founder of the Living Water Community, Rhonda Mary Maingot will receive the inaugural
Inspirational Legacy Award, the  Inspirational Champion of Women Award will be given to
Deborah Christiana de Rosia, the director of four non-profits which create opportunities for
women, men, and other young adults, through education and vocational training. The first female
Professor of Life sciences at the University of the West Indies, former Professor Judith Gobin,
will receive the Inspirational Advocate Award for her significant contributions to marine biology
and environmental advocacy in the Caribbean. Akosua Dardaine-Edwards founded the NiNa
Foundation in Trinidad and Tobago, which supports girls and young women transitioning from the
St. Jude’s School, will receive the Inspirational Emerging Leader Award. 

We look forward to celebrating their accomplishments at the Inspirational Women Awards Gala  
which is less than 1 month away!

Regards,

Anna-Maria Garcia Brooks,
Chair,
Inspirational Women Awards Committee.
 

IWA Committee Chair’s Message



Thank You IWA Committee

https://www.bp.com/en_tt/trinidad-and-tobago/home/who-we-are/women-engineering2024.html
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W e  h o n o r  R h o n d a  M a r y  M a i n g o t ,  a  w o m a n  w h o s e
u n w a v e r i n g  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  h e a r t
h a v e  t r a n s f o r m e d  c o u n t l e s s  l i v e s  a c r o s s  T r i n i d a d
a n d  T o b a g o  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  C a r i b b e a n .  A s  c o - f o u n d e r
a n d  d i r e c t r e s s  o f  t h e  L i v i n g  W a t e r  C o m m u n i t y ,
R h o n d a  h a s  s p e n t  n e a r l y  f i v e  d e c a d e s  l i v i n g  o u t  h e r
m i s s i o n  t o  " l o v e  a n d  s h o w  t h e  w o r l d  h o w  t o  l o v e . "
H e r  j o u r n e y  b e g a n  a t  a g e  2 8 ,  w h e n  s h e  f e l t  a  d i v i n e
c a l l  t o  s e r v e ,  s o l d  e v e r y t h i n g  s h e  o w n e d ,  a n d  t o o k
t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  

P o r t  o f  S p a i n  t o  h e l p  t h e  p o o r  a n d  n e e d y .  T h i s  a c t  o f  k i n d n e s s  l e d  t o  t h e
b i r t h  o f  t h e  L i v i n g  W a t e r s  C o m m u n i t y ,  a  b e a c o n  o f  h o p e  f o r  t h e
d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d .  U n d e r  R h o n d a ' s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  e x p a n d e d
t o  i n c l u d e  m i n i s t r i e s  l i k e  t h e  A v e  M a r i a  C e n t r e  f o r  H o m e l e s s  P e r s o n s ,  a
h a l f w a y  h o u s e  f o r  a b a n d o n e d  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  d r u g  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c e n t e r s .
T h e y  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  h o s p i c e  f o r  t h e  t e r m i n a l l y  i l l ,  a  h o m e  f o r
H I V / A I D S  s u f f e r e r s ,  a n d  a  s c h o o l  f o r  m i g r a n t  a n d  r e f u g e e  c h i l d r e n .
R h o n d a ' s  w o r k  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  T r i n i d a d  a n d  T o b a g o ,  w i t h  m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e
N e t h e r l a n d s  A n t i l l e s ,  B a r b a d o s ,  S t .  L u c i a ,  a n d  e v e n  a  m i s s i o n  t o  R u s s i a
a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  c o m m u n i s m .

R h o n d a  a l s o  f o u n d e d  t h e  T r i n i t y  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  N e t w o r k  a n d  t h e
C a r i b b e a n  S c h o o l  f o r  C a t h o l i c  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  u s i n g  m e d i a  t o  s p r e a d  t h e
G o s p e l  a n d  c r e a t e  j o b s .  A  n a t u r a l  l e a d e r ,  s h e  h a s  n u r t u r e d  l e a d e r s h i p
w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  e n s u r i n g  i t  t h r i v e s  e v e n  i n  h e r  a b s e n c e ,  w i t h  a  t e a m
i n s p i r e d  b y  h e r  e x a m p l e .



W e  h o n o r  D e b o r a h  C h r i s t i a n a  d e  R o s i a ,  a  t i r e l e s s
a d v o c a t e  a n d  t r u e  C h a m p i o n  o f  W o m e n .  F o n d l y
k n o w n  a s  " S r .  D e b b i e , "  D e b o r a h  h a s  s p e n t  h e r  l i f e
e m p o w e r i n g  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e m  w i t h
t h e  t o o l s  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  o v e r c o m e  a d v e r s i t y  a n d
a c h i e v e  t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l .

D e b o r a h ' s  j o u r n e y  b e g a n  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h e r e  s h e
t a u g h t  f o r  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s ,  g u i d i n g  c o u n t l e s s  y o u n g
m i n d s .  A  p r o f o u n d  s p i r i t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  l e d  h e r  t o  
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d e d i c a t e  h e r s e l f  e n t i r e l y  t o  s e r v i n g  t h o s e  i n  n e e d .  I n  1 9 8 3 ,  s h e  f o u n d e d
t h e  E t e r n a l  L i g h t  C o m m u n i t y  V o c a t i o n a l  S c h o o l  i n  T u n a p u n a ,  o f f e r i n g
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  y o u n g  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w i t h
s p e c i a l  n e e d s .  H e r  w o r k  h a s  e n a b l e d  m a n y  t o  b e c o m e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  a n d
p u r s u e  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

S e e i n g  t h e  r i s i n g  t i d e  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  D e b o r a h  c o - f o u n d e d  G o s h e n
H o m e  a n d  V i s i o n  o f  H o p e ,  s a f e  h a v e n s  f o r  b a t t e r e d  w o m e n  a n d  t h e i r
c h i l d r e n .  S h e  e x t e n d e d  h e r  c o m p a s s i o n  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  A m i c a  H o u s e  a n d
J o s h u a  H o u s e ,  p r o v i d i n g  s h e l t e r  a n d  c a r e  f o r  a b a n d o n e d  g i r l s  a n d  b o y s .
D e b o r a h ' s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  n u r t u r i n g  v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n t
i n  h e r  c r e a t i o n  o f  A g a p e  H o u s e ,  w h i c h  o f f e r s  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t ,  a n d
C a s a  d e  L u z ,  a  h o m e  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y .



r e s e a r c h ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 9 8  n e w  m a r i n e  s p e c i e s  a n d
r e c o r d s ,  h a s  p r o v i d e d  i n v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  u n i q u e  e c o s y s t e m s  o f
T r i n i d a d  a n d  T o b a g o  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  C a r i b b e a n .  A s  a  l e a d i n g  b e n t h i c
e c o l o g i s t ,  s h e  h a s  e x p l o r e d  a  r a n g e  o f  m a r i n e  h a b i t a t s ,  f r o m  c o a s t a l
s e d i m e n t s  t o  t h e  d e e p  s e a ,  s h a r i n g  t h e s e  w o n d e r s  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h
h e r  b o o k  a n d  D V D  s e r i e s  D e e p  S e a  W o n d e r s .  
B e y o n d  h e r  r e s e a r c h ,  D r .  G o b i n  h a s  b e e n  a  p o w e r f u l  a d v o c a t e  f o r  o c e a n
c o n s e r v a t i o n .  S h e  h a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  S m a l l  I s l a n d  D e v e l o p i n g  S t a t e s  ( S I D S )
i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  U N  C o n v e n t i o n  o n  t h e  L a w  o f  t h e  S e a  a n d  p l a y e d  a
k e y  r o l e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  a g r e e m e n t  o f  t h e  B i o d i v e r s i t y  B e y o n d  N a t i o n a l
J u r i s d i c t i o n  ( B B N J )  T r e a t y  i n  2 0 2 3 ,  w h i c h  a i m s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h i g h  s e a s
f r o m  u n r e g u l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .

I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a  d e e p - s e a  t u b e  w o r m  s p e c i e s ,
L a m e l l i b r a c h i a  j u d i g o b i n i ,  w a s  n a m e d  i n  h e r  h o n o r .  D r .  G o b i n  a l s o  s e r v e s
a s  a  C A R I C O M  A d v i s e r  o n  M a r i n e  G e n e t i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h e r
u n w a v e r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s a f e g u a r d i n g  o u r  o c e a n s .

W e  h o n o r  P r o f .  J u d i t h  G o b i n ,  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m a r i n e
b i o l o g i s t  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a d v o c a t e  w h o s e
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h a v e  h a d  a  p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  o n  t h e
C a r i b b e a n  a n d  b e y o n d .  I n  2 0 2 0 ,  D r .  G o b i n  b e c a m e  t h e
f i r s t  f e m a l e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  L i f e  S c i e n c e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
t h e  W e s t  I n d i e s ,  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  C a m p u s ,  m a r k i n g  a
h i s t o r i c  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  a c a d e m i a .

D r .  G o b i n ' s  w o r k  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  e x p a n d i n g  o u r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m a r i n e  b i o d i v e r s i t y .  H e r  e x t e n s i v e  
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s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  t r o u b l e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h r o u g h  t h e  N i N a  F o u n d a t i o n ,  s h e
h a s  p r o v i d e d  e s s e n t i a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d a n c e  t o  t h e s e  y o u n g  w o m e n  a s
t h e y  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a d u l t h o o d ,  o f t e n  w i t h o u t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y
s t r u c t u r e s .

H e r  v i s i o n a r y  a p p r o a c h  g o e s  b e y o n d  i m m e d i a t e  a i d .  T h e  N i N a  p r o g r a m  i s
d e s i g n e d  t o  i n s t i l l  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  q u a l i t i e s ,  p r e p a r i n g  t h e s e
y o u n g  w o m e n  f o r  a  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e .  B y  o f f e r i n g  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  A k o s u a  h e l p s  t h e m  t r a n s i t i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r e  s y s t e m  a n d
i n t o  m e a n i n g f u l  r o l e s  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y ,  f o s t e r i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  p e r s o n a l
g r o w t h .

 

W e  c e l e b r a t e  Ako su a ,  a n  e m e r g i n g  l e a d e r  w h o s e
i m p a c t f u l  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  N i N a  F o u n d a t i o n  i s
t r a n s f o r m i n g  l i v e s  a n d  e m p o w e r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  H e r
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  g i r l s  a n d  y o u n g  w o m e n  f r o m
t h e  S t .  J u d e s  H o m e  i n  T r i n i d a d  a n d  T o b a g o
e x e m p l i f i e s  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  r e s i l i e n c e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f
a d v e r s i t y .

A k o s u a ' s  j o u r n e y  i s  m a r k e d  b y  h e r  p r o f o u n d
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f a c e d  e x c e p t i o n a l l y
c h a l l e n g i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a b u s i v e  f a m i l y  
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Now in its 26th year, the Fellows Programme was launched in 1994 with seed-funding from
the U.S. Labor Department as a direct result of the Glass Ceiling Commission. The
programme annually convenes approximately 35 Fellows from around the world for a total of
20 days, offering customized leadership training for female executives on their path to the C-
suite. The approach is holistic and focused on the participant’s personal and professional
development, career path, and trajectory, while embracing the value of an outside
perspective. 

Fellows Programme



. 

Fellows Experience

W h i l e  m a n y  w o m e n  h a v e  t a k e n  o n  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  i n  T r i n i d a d  a n d  T o b a g o  t h e r e  a r e
s o m e  u n i q u e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y  w o m e n  i n  l e a d e r s h i p  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h o s e  f a c e d  b y
m e n .  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n s p i r e d  b y  m a n y  w o m e n  m e m b e r s  o f  I W F T T  a n d  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h e y
p r o v i d e  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e l y  t o  y o u n g  w o m e n .  S t e p p i n g  i n t o  a  l e a d e r s h i p
r o l e  a s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  y o u n g  w o m a n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e a s y  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W o m e n ' s
F o r u m  L e a d e r s h i p  F e l l o w s  P r o g r a m m e  p r o v i d e d  a  g u i d e d ,  v a l u a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  g r o w t h
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  a  c o h o r t  o f  m y  p e e r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  

I  w a s  a b l e  t o  b u i l d  s t r o n g  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  m y  f e l l o w  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  I  m e t  w o m e n  w h o  h a d
g o n e  t h r o u g h  s i m i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  h a d  o v e r c o m e  n u m e r o u s  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  a c h i e v e
t h e i r  s u c c e s s e s .  W e  s h a r e d  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  w e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  n o t  a l o n e .  T h e
c o h o r t  b e c a m e  a  s i s t e r h o o d  o f  w o m e n  w h o  h a d  m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f r o m  w h i c h  I  f o u n d
a  d e e p  s e n s e  o f  c o m f o r t  a n d  s u p p o r t .  

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  p r o v i d e d  u s  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a t  I N S E A D  F r a n c e  a n d  H a r v a r d
B u s i n e s s  S c h o o l  i n  B o s t o n .  

O u r  t i m e  a t  I N S E A D  s e t  t h e  t o n e  f o r  w h o  w e  a r e  a s  l e a d e r s ,  w h a t  w e  b r i n g  t o  o u r  r o l e s ,
a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  f o s t e r  l e a d e r s h i p  t r a i t s  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  u s  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  l e a d e r s  o f  o u r
t e a m s .  T h e  c a r e  a n d  d i l i g e n c e  p l a c e d  b y  t h e  I W F  F e l l o w s  p l a n n i n g  t e a m  e n s u r e d  t h a t  w e
h a d  t h e  b e s t - p e r s o n a l i z e d  e x p e r i e n c e  b y  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  c a p a b i l i t i e ,
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w  c u l t u r e  p l a y s  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t
w e r e m a i n  a g i l e  t o  d r i v e  c h a n g e  a n d  a d a p t  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e .  

O u r  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  H a r v a r d  B u s i n e s s  S c h o o l  d e l v e d  d e e p e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  C a s e  M e t h o d  i n
t o  h o w  l e a d e r s  b r i n g  t e a m s  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  s u c c e s s  o f  a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W e r e
v i e w e d  c a s e s  t h a t  h e l p e d  u s  a p p r e c i a t e  l e a d e r s  l i k e  M e l l o d y  H o b s o n  a n d  F a w n  W e a v e r
w h o  d r o v e  c h a n g e  i n  a  w o r l d  t h a t  s e e m e d  i m p o s s i b l e .  T h e  p o w e r  o f  h a v i n g  g r i t  t o
p u s h f o r w a r d  w h e n  n o  o n e  b e l i e v e s  o r  u n d e r s t a n d s  y o u r  v i s i o n .  I t  w a s  a n  a m a z i n g
e x p e r i e n c e  t o  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o s e  c a s e s  w e  r e v i e w e d  a n d  g e t
t h e i r  v i e w s  o n  w h a t  k e e p s  t h e m  g o i n g ,  a n d  w h y  i t  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  o n
t h e i r  p a t h .  T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  s u r p a s s e d  a l l  m y  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  

W e  w o m e n  o f t e n  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  o u r  v a l u e  b u t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  e n s u r e s  t h a t  y o u  w a l k  a w a y
c o n f i d e n t ,  p a s s i o n a t e ,  a n d  f o c u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  c h a n g e  y o u  w a n t  t o  s e e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d .
T h e  b e a u t y  o f  i t  a l l  i s  y o u  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  j o u r n e y  w i t h  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e e r  g r o u p  o f
s i s t e r s  w h o  w i l l i n g l y  p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p .  I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  m o s t
r e w a r d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m y  l i f e .  



On Ju ly  18 th ,  members  o f  the  IWFTT en joyed  a  de l igh t fu l  a f te rnoon  o f  tea  and
fe l lowsh ip  a t  the  Her i tage  House  o f  Ange lo  B issessars ingh  in  Be lmont ,  T r in idad .
The  v is i t  i nc luded  a  fasc ina t ing  tou r  o f  the  h is to r i c  p roper ty ,  where  we were
cap t i va ted  by  the  r i ch  s to r ies  and  co lo r fu l  ta les  tha t  b rough t  the  h is to ry  o f  the
house  to  l i f e .  The  exper ience  was  bo th  educa t iona l  and  deep ly  insp i r ing ,  l eav ing  us
w i th  a  p ro found  apprec ia t ion  fo r  the  legacy  p reserved  w i th in  those  wa l l s .

Tea at Heritage House





 INSPIRATIONAL WOMEN AWARDS GALA ON TUESDAY

SEPTEMBER 17TH AT THE HYATT REGENCY

4 WEEKS TO THE BIG EVENT!

2024 Upcoming Events

Highlights from last year’s Gala

Dancing the night away Capturing the moment with Award winner
Prof. Rose-Marie Belle Antoine



IWFTT’S 10TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER, 2024 

LOCATION TO BE CONFIRMED

2024 Upcoming Events



N o t i c e  O f  E l e c t i o n s  t o  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g
o f  t h e   I W F T T  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 .

V a c a n t  P o s i t i o n s  
A u g u s t  5 ,  2 0 2 4 .

D e a r  M e m b e r s ,

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  I W F T T  B y - L a w s  A r t i c l e  1 2 . 1 ( a ) ,  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  h e r e b y
n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o s i t i o n s  w i l l  b e c o m e  v a c a n t  o n  t h e  B o a r d  a t  t h e  e n d
o f  t h e  n e x t  A G M  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 :  

1 ) P r e s i d e n t  -  J o a n n e  S a l a z a r  h a s  s e r v e d  t w o  2 - y e a r  t e r m s  a s  P r e s i d e n t .  T h e
p o s i t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  w i l l  b e c o m e  v a c a n t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  A G M  o n
S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 .

2 ) V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  -  A n n a - M a r i a  G a r c i a  B r o o k s  w i l l  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a  t w o - y e a r
t e r m  a s  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  w i l l  b e c o m e  v a c a n t  a t  t h e
e n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  A G M  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 .

3 ) T r e a s u r e r  -  K a r e n  Y i p  C h u c k  w i l l  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a  t w o - y e a r  t e r m  a s
T r e a s u r e r .  
T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  T r e a s u r e r  w i l l  b e c o m e  v a c a n t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  A G M  o n
S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 .

4 ) P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  -  I n d i r a  N i c o l e  C o u c h  w i l l  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a  t w o - y e a r
t e r m  a s  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  w i l l
b e c o m e  v a c a n t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  A G M  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 .

5 ) S e c r e t a r y  -  Y v o n n e  R o b e r t s - W h i t e  w i l l  h a v e  s e r v e d  1  y e a r  o f  a  2 - y e a r  t e r m  a s
S e c r e t a r y .  S h e  w i l l  v a c a t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  S e c r e t a r y  w i l l  b e c o m e
v a c a n t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  A G M  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 .

T h e  B o a r d  i n v i t e s  n o m i n a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  M e m b e r s h i p  f o r  f i v e  ( 5 )  p o s i t i o n s  o n  t h e
B o a r d :  

P r e s i d e n t
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t
T r e a s u r e r
P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  O f f i c e r ,  a n d  
S e c r e t a r y

N o m i n a t i o n  a n d  E l e c t i o n  P r o c e s s
I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  I W F T T  B y - L a w s  A r t i c l e  1 2 . 1 :

a ) N o t  l e s s  t h a n  3 0  c a l e n d a r  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  a  s c h e d u l e d  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g ,  a t  w h i c h
e l e c t i o n s  a r e  t o  b e  h e l d ,  a  l i s t  o f  p o s i t i o n s  o n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  t h a t  w i l l  b e
v a c a n t  s h a l l  b e  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  M e m b e r s  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y .

T h i s  n o t i c e  m e e t s  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t .

( a ) A n y  M e m b e r  m a y  n o m i n a t e  a n o t h e r  M e m b e r  ( a  N o m i n e e )  a s  a n  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  b y  e m a i l  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  ( i w f . t r i n i d a d @ o u t l o o k . c o m ) .  E a c h
N o m i n e e  m u s t  b e  s e c o n d e d  b y  a  s e c o n d  M e m b e r  a n d  a l l  N o m i n e e s  m u s t  c o n f i r m
t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .



( b ) T h e  n a m e s  o f  a l l  N o m i n e e s  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a t  l e a s t  2 1
c a l e n d a r  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g .

T h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  n o m i n a t i o n s  i s  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  2 0 2 4 .

( c ) T h e  n a m e s  o f  a l l  e l i g i b l e  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  N o m i n e e s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  b y  e m a i l  t o  t h e
M e m b e r s  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  1 0  c a l e n d a r  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e
A n n u a l  M e e t i n g .

T h e  B o a r d  w i l l  n o t i f y  m e m b e r s  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 4 .

( d ) T h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  O f f i c e r s  s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  b a l l o t  a t  t h e  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g
o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 .

( e ) E a c h  M e m b e r  s h a l l  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  o n e  v o t e  f o r  e a c h  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  A n n u a l
M e e t i n g  t o  b e  e x e r c i s e d  i n  p e r s o n  o r  b y  p r o x y .
d d i t i o n a l  N o t e s

I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  n o m i n a t i o n  a l l  n o m i n e e s  s h a l l  s u b m i t  a  w r i t e - u p  ( m a x .  3 5 0
w o r d s )  t o  b e  s h a r e d  w i t h  M e m b e r s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  n o m i n a t i o n .  T h e  w r i t e -
u p  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  v i a  e m a i l  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  Y v o n n e  R o b e r t s - W h i t e ,  n o
l a t e r  t h a n  e n d  o f  d a y  S e p t e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 2 4 .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  n o m i n e e s  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  t y p i c a l l y  m e e t s  m o n t h l y ,
b u t  s e e k s  t o  a v o i d  p e a k  m o n t h s ,  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  m e e t i n g s  a v e r a g e s
2  h o u r s  e a c h ,  c o m m e n c i n g  a r o u n d  5 : 3 0  p m . A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t o  p r o g r e s s  a g r e e d
a c t i o n s  a  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  h o u r s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a r o u n d  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  d a y s  a
m o n t h  i s  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e d .  T h i s  i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  M e m b e r
m e e t i n g s .

W e  w i l l  c i r c u l a t e  a l l  t h e  n o m i n e e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  v a c a n t  p o s i t i o n s ,  a t  l e a s t
1 0  b u s i n e s s  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g ,  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  S e p t e m b e r  1 5 ,
2 0 2 4 .

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Y v o n n e  R o b e r t s - W h i t e  
S e c r e t a r y  I W F T T  



2024 Upc0ming Events

I W F  C O R N E R S T O N E  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  

2 0 T H  N O V E M B E R  I N  H O N G  K O N G
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